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ESSEX ROBOTS ARE
WORLD LEADERS!

university of e

Wednesday 14ih December 1994 ]

The lrliE\'cr:iT:,' of Ezzcx is
believed 1 be unigue in having
& Computer Scicnce Dopart-
mienl whers undergsaduates can
design and huild intelligent
rubolic computers - and 10mor-
row (Thuarsday] the [shorstory
where this is carried aut is 10 be
vpened olficially.

D Vi Calaghan: who Tod
the leam which has developed
the 1.aharacory, said: “We
believe thal this labomalery 1s
world-beating in allowing sub-
Jjeets as diverse as hardware
design, vperaling syslems,
communications, distriburcd
processing, software cnginger-
g, image Inlerprelation and
artificizl intclligance o be sup-
posted wilhin & unihissd expert
mental environment”

The same lahoratory is alan
Being used [or research, o fact
which he said had obvions
appeal W undergraduaies sinoe

P ]

Public viewing
The laboraiory will be apen
yisilors lomomuw [oom 2pm 1o
4.30pm. There will be demnn-
simtions ol the siuipaenl,

it provided furlbier mutivativn
and relevance m their stiadics.

Dr  Callaghan  added:
"Bredents have access o The
samme stulg-oi-the-ar hardware
and sofoware as 15 gsed, for
exanple, by NAZA and Biilish
Avrospace.”

Praring the enrrent aeademic
year pround 200 umderpeaduze
and posr-graduare shadents will
usz “The Brooker Lubormiory™ -
named in kenour of computer
ploneer Professor Tony Brooker
whe was at Bssex for 21 vears,

MOTIVATION

The laberatory provides inle-
grated teaching across ihe
enlirz Compuler Science cur-
riculum. This comprises infra-
stuctuce seppoat for five onder
arpdonle courses plus some
final-year projects. MS¢ pro-
jects, and MPhil and PhD
research prajecrs.

“The design of mehils robol-
ic vehicles pliw'lf'n:g a unifying
theme: winch 1s [ound 1w
incresse siudent motivation
enormeusly,” explained Mro
fessor Simon Lavington wl the
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Department of - Computer
Heience.

Hu said thal setfing up the
Laburalory: had: been relatively
more costly i stafT time than 1
money.. Mast ol the robot-rela-
ed hatdware lias been designed
and buill at the Universaty. with
a eonsequen-tal saving of
aboul ten times had il been
bioughr. i

In addition, five companiss
have donaled hardware and
softwars waorth about £200,000,
The Liniversity 15 grateful fo the
following fior theit gensrosily;
Advanced Micrepawer, il
Annalilt, Counly Erowi; Alwera
|_.‘_11'|'|'_|{1]'i1|,j,l_:-[|_., Calitormia; [IM
Computing Lid, fram
Waorcedler; Matinnal Power,
Toitefract: and Wind River
Syatenns Lad, Calitornia. X

The Brouker Laboratary 1s
baged romnd 12 Bacdwared-soit-
wure development station: plus
four large and several small
robotsl The Jarge rohuls can
communicate with =ach other

I ——

and with other compuiers, via
Etherns ar @ wire-less rudio
link. Each ol the 12 develop-
ment slations includes a power-
ful Workstaion.

In addition to all the above
the Labaralogy s slse providing
oo focus for collaborative
rescarch with BT, on semi-
autonomons surveillence and
o collshorative viclwal reality:
amd with Slingshy Enginssring
an remnicly-operved submers-
ible vehicles.

Professor is
honoured

“The Brooker Laboratory”™ has
heen mamed in honour of
DProfessor Tony Brooker, one ol
the piugeers in the development
of soflware lechnalogy for
e than 40 yews wha came
ity s in DOAT s the Founding
Professer ol the Department ol
Compurer Seienvs. He was
imstrumental in hringing ariifi-
cind intelligence 10 the
University, He retired im0 1583,

The oflicial vpening will be
cerried ot at zround 3pm by
Professor Mike Brady who is
Frofessor  of  Information
Enginecring at the Unjversity
of Dxnfurd where he leads the
tubol rescarch groop. ITe was &
Lecturer and Jafer o Senior ©
Lecinrer in the Department of
Compuier Scicnce ol Besex
Trom 1970 10 1980,

Amuong e guests will be
Professar Brooker wd D Mark
Wilking, Head ol the
Informative Technology and
Compuiér Science Division of
the Enginzering and Physical
Scienges Roscarch Coungil.

SGoms 20 academics fTem
utlier UK oniversities and &
similar pumber of industeialists
have ulso been invircd. plus
mitny represeniatives foon the
University of Essex beaded by
Vica-Chanaellor Professor Bon
Jahnsien and Dy Paul Scotl
Head of the Department of
Cormpurer Soivnce.




